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ISCC Carbon Footprint 
Certification

What is it and what are the 
challenges of auditing under this 

new scheme?



A Certification Scheme for 
Product Carbon Footprints

What is ISCC CFC?
◼ Voluntary certification scheme that verifies the 

greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions linked to a product.

◼ Utilizes mass balance and applies the same chain of 
custody principles as ISCC PLUS.

◼ Aims to harmonize with existing standards and guidance 
wherever possible.

◼ Standard currently includes provisions for CCUS, Silicon 
metal from renewable energy, and subsequent 
downstream activities.
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Requirements for Certification?

◼Mass Balance

◼PCF and CO2 Self/Credits Declaration

◼The PCF Calculation
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◼ Includes all processes and emissions sources, within the 
defined system boundary, required to produce the 
certified product.

◼ All sources of primary and secondary data must be 
provided for review. Calculators used to generate 
emission factors from primary data are subject to 
review.

◼ The calculation must be fully available and transparent 
to the auditor.

The PCF Calculation
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What makes this audit more 
challenging than ISCC PLUS or 
EU?

◼ More complex calculations

◼ Data privacy concerns

◼ Actively evolving standard
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More complex calculations

◼ Products/processes based on fossil as well as biogenic 
feedstocks

◼ It can add complexity and be time consuming, more 
primary data used in calculations

◼ It requires preparation ahead of time
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Integrated complex systems
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Data privacy concerns

◼ Activity data: confidential nature 

◼ SCS Global Services Cyber Security protocols are in 
accordance with the NIST Cybersecurity Framework

◼ NDAs

◼ ISCC does not require uploading the calculator on 
ISCC HUB
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Actively evolving standard

◼ New standard: has been undergoing 
revisions and pilot audits

◼ ISCC has been very receptive to suggestions 
aimed at ensuring clarity and overcoming 
challenges



© SCS Global Services | 11

© SCS Global Services | 11© SCS Global Services | 11

© Scientific Certification Systems | 11
© SCS Global Services 11

© SCS Global Services | 11
© SCS Global Services 11

© SCS Global Services | 11

Questions?

Julia Cockerham, Program Manager – 
Carbon Assurance

jcockerham@scsglobalservices.com

Jessica Bressanin, PhD, Technical 
Manager – GHG Modeling

jbressanin@scsglobalservices.com
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