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ISCC PLUS is a voluntary certification 
scheme designed for the bioeconomy and 
circular economy. It verifies that a company 
is qualified to cultivate, collect, process, 
handle or trade certified products. It covers 
different alternative feedstocks for food, 
feed, chemicals, industrial applications 
(e.g., plastics or packaging) and energy 
from renewable sources (fuels, electricity, 
heating and cooling).

Sustainable agricultural 
feedstocks support the 
transition towards a 
bioeconomy.

Circular and renewable 
feedstocks help reduce 
dependence on fossil 
resources.

Certified alternative 
feedstocks contribute to 
lower waste generation 
and increased resource 
efficiency.

Key 
pillars

Positive impact of ISCC PLUS

Protection of 
biodiversity and 
high carbon 
stock areas

Multi-stakeholder 
approach with 
a continuous 
dialogue

Transparent rules 
for mass balancing 
and physical 
segregation

Feedstock 
identity

No  
deforestation

Well-defined  
and third-party 
verified claims

Traceability 
throughout the 
supply chain

https://iscc-system.org/certification/certification-schemes/iscc-plus/ 
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ISCC PLUS raw material categories

Bio

Virgin �agricultural �raw 
materials.

(e.g. Corn, sugar cane, 
canola, cotton).

Bio-circular

Waste/residue �of 
biological �origin.

(e.g. Tail oil, straw, forestry 
residues,� used cooking 

oil).

Circular 
(technical)

Waste/residue of non-
biological origin.

(e.g. Mixed plastic waste, 
waste textiles, 

 post-industrial CO
2
 , end-

of-life tires).

Renewable- 
energy-derived

Materials derived from 
renewable energy.

(e.g. Power-to-X).
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ISCC’s sustainability principles:  
agriculture and forest biomass

GHG emissions 
under ISCC PLUS

Companies can integrate their carbon 
footprint by applying the “GHG Emissions“ 
Add-on.

The calculation methodology is stated 
in the ’ISCC EU 205 Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions’ and ‘ISCC PLUS’ system 
documents.

Protection of land with high  
biodiversity value or high 
carbon stock

01

Environmentally responsible  
production to protect soil, 
water and air

02

Safe working conditions

03

Compliance with human and 
labour rights and responsible 
community relations

04

Compliance with land rights, 
laws and international treaties

05

Good management practices 
and continuous improvement

06

https://iscc-system.org/download/iscc-eu-205-greenhouse-gas-emissions/?tmstv=1776946124 
https://iscc-system.org/download/iscc-eu-205-greenhouse-gas-emissions/?tmstv=1776946124 
https://iscc-system.org/certification/iscc-documents/
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Traceability

ISCC‘s traceability and chain of custody requirements

Every element in the supply chain, ‘scopes’, that generates, processes or trades certified 
material must be covered by certification.

Certification starts with the Farm/Plantation/ Forest Sourcing Areas for agricultural and 
forest biomass and for waste and residue-based supply chains with the Point of Origin.

ISCC PLUS’ three different chain of custody methods

CCeerrttiiffiieedd
mmaatteerriiaallss

NNoonn--cceerrttiiffiieedd
mmaatteerriiaallss

PROCESSING O U T P U TI N P U T

PPhhyyssiiccaall  SSeeggrreeggaattiioonn

CCeerrttiiffiieedd
pprroodduuccttss

NNoonn--cceerrttiiffiieedd
pprroodduuccttss

CCeerrttiiffiieedd
mmaatteerriiaallss

NNoonn--cceerrttiiffiieedd
mmaatteerriiaallss

CCoonnttrroolllleedd  BBlleennddiinngg

PROCESSING O U T P U TI N P U T

CCeerrttiiffiieedd  pprroodduuccttss  wwiitthh
kknnoowwnn  pprrooppoorrttiioonnss

Blending

MMaassss  BBaallaannccee

CCeerrttiiffiieedd
pprroodduuccttss

NNoonn--cceerrttiiffiieedd
pprroodduuccttss

CCeerrttiiffiieedd
mmaatteerriiaallss

NNoonn--cceerrttiiffiieedd
mmaatteerriiaallss

Products with varying 
certified proportion of 
materials, depending on 
the attribution

PROCESSING O U T P U TI N P U T

Physical Segregation

Controlled Blending

Mass Balance

Products with varying certified 

proportion of materials, 

depending on the attribution
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Certified products can be traced back step by step

The first element in the supply chain issues a self-declaration

Self-declaration

Farms/Plantations or Points of Origin 
that are not individually certified must 
issue ISCC PLUS Self-Declarations to the 
group head (template for mandatory use 
can be found in the client section here).

Sustainability declaration

Individually certified System Users must 
issue ISCC PLUS Sustainability Declarations 
for certified materials and products to the 
next element in the supply chain (templates 
from ISCC for voluntary use can be found 
in the client section here).

The relevant requirements are provided  
in the System Document ISCC PLUS  
203-1 – Traceability.

Processing 
Unit 1

Processing 
Unit 2

Brand ownerTrader/
Storage

Final Product 
Refinement

Farm/  
Plantation

Point of 
Origin

Agricultural crops and crop residues

Waste, residue or by-products

First Gathering 
Point

Collecting  
Point

ISCC-certified

ISCC-certified

ISCC-certified ISCC-certified ISCC-certified ISCC-certified

Self-declaration

Self-declaration

https://iscc-system.org/client-section/
https://iscc-system.org/client-section/
https://iscc-system.org/download/iscc-plus-203-1-traceability/?tmstv=1776946335
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Logos, Claims, and Licensing

ISCC‑certified and/or licensed entities are allowed and encouraged to communicate to 
external stakeholders using ISCC logos and/or claims.

ISCC banner

There are different ISCC banners available for ISCC System Users holding a valid ISCC 
certificate, valid licensees, and Certification Bodies. It may be used for off-product 
applications, e.g. on marketing materials, websites, sustainability reports, sustainability 
declarations, and corporate materials, but never on products.

You can find more information in the ISCC Document 208 Logos and Claims.

ISCC on-product logo(s)

The ISCC on‑product logo may only be used for finished consumer goods from the  
certified or licensed brand owner that are intended for the end market.

On-product logos depend on the type of raw material category and chain of custody option.

BIO

Raw material category Certified percentage Certified componentChain of custody option 
(physical segregation, 
mass balance, or 
controlled blending)

CIRCULARBIO-CIRCULAR

Each logo (together with the claim) must include the following:

https://iscc-system.org/download/iscc-document-208-logos-and-claims/?tmstv=1776946419
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For approval to use an ISCC logo or ISCC-related claim and to obtain the applicable 
ISCC logo for your purpose, please fill in this form on our website.

More information can be found in the ISCC Document 208 Logos and Claims.

Examples of possible claims under ISCC

ISCC licensing scheme

Our licensing scheme is a tailor-made 
solution for brand owners. It allows brand 
owners at the end of the supply chain 
– who receive certified material from a 
certified entity and do not fundamentally 
alter it anymore – to communicate and 
promote ISCC-certified finished goods by 
using our logos and/or claims (on- and 
off-product). 

More information can be found on the 
ISCC website here.

100% ISCC-certified olives from 
sustainable farming.

Our bowl contains 100% ISCC-
certified materials, produced 
entirely from biogenic waste and 
residue materials.

This bottle is made from ISCC-
certified recycled plastic.

This T-shirt contains 40% bio-
based fibres, certified by ISCC and 
physically verified via C12/C14 
analysis.

We support sustainable 
agriculture by sourcing 100% 
ISCC-certified wheat to produce 
our bread via the ISCC mass 
balance approach.

We replace fossil raw materials 
with 100% bio-attributed 
materials in the production of the 
packaging, which can be traced 
back to biogenic waste materials 
via the ISCC mass balance 
approach.

Bottle: 80% ISCC-certified 
recycled plastic (mass balance).

Physical segregation

Controlled blending

Mass balance

https://iscc-system.org/brand-owners/apply-for-logo-use/
https://iscc-system.org/download/iscc-document-208-logos-and-claims/?tmstv=1776946419
https://iscc-system.org/brand-owners/licensing-scheme/
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Certification step by step

Selection of a 
Certification  
Body (CB)

01 •	Choose a CB and sign a contract with them.

•	A list with all recognised CBs is provided on our website.

02 Registration  
as ISCC  
System User

•	Register with ISCC and fill the Registration form in the ISCC HUB.

Please also find the terms of use on our website.

03 Audit 
conducted  
by the CB

•	Set up an audit team.

•	Become familiar with the ISCC requirements in the ISCC Documents 
and further information in the client section.

•	Conduct an internal audit based on audit procedures.

•	 Identify and complement missing information from your gap analysis.

Get audited by your CB:

•	Please find the fee structure here (CB audit costs not included).

•	Provide all necessary proof, documents and access to relevant locations.

•	 Implement the corrective measures within 40 days (if applicable).

04 CB issues the 
certificate

•	CB has 60 days after the audit to issue the certificate.

•	CB forwards audit documents to audited company and ISCC.

•	Now, you can start handling certified material.

05 Certificate and 
Summary Audit 
Report is published 
on website

•	With the issuance of the certificate in the ISCC HUB, the 
certificate and the Summary Audit Report are published in 
the ISCC Certificate Database on the website.

06 Internal review  
by ISCC

•	 ISCC conducts an internal review of the received audit documents.

Further useful links to the ISCC website:

•	 ISCC PLUS Training

•	Technical Stakeholder Committee “Circular Economy and 
Bioeconomy”

https://www.iscc-system.org/certification/certification-process/certification-bodies/
https://iscc-system.org/client-section/
https://iscc-system.org/certification/certification-process/iscc-hub/
https://iscc-system.org/wp-content/uploads/add-from-server-reloaded/ISCC_255_Terms_of_Use_10-03-2023_EN.pdf
https://www.iscc-system.org/certification/certification-process/certification-bodies/
https://iscc-system.org/certification/iscc-documents/
https://iscc-system.org/client-section/
https://iscc-system.org/wp-content/uploads/_legacy/2025/09/ISCC-Fee-Structure-valid-from-1-January-2026.pdf
https://iscc-system.org/certification/all-certificates/
https://iscc-system.org/event/plus-training/
https://iscc-system.org/event/tsc-circular/
https://iscc-system.org/event/tsc-circular/
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Frequently asked questions

How many certificates do I need?

ISCC certificates are site specific, which 
means that per legal entity and per 
location one certificate is necessary. 
Under this certificate several inputs/ 
outputs, raw material categories and 
market activities (processing, storing, 
etc.) can be covered. 

How long is a certificate valid?

The validity period of an ISCC certificate 
is one year – precondition is the 
successful audit. 

Which CBs do you cooperate with and 
do they have auditors in all countries?

Please find all the CBs that ISCC 
cooperates with here on our website. 
Many work on a global basis. Please get 
in touch with the contact person for 
more information regarding your specific 
set-up. 

How long does it take to receive  
a certificate?

This depends on the company’s internal 
preparation and auditor availability. 
Please contact a cooperating CB first 
and discuss capacities with them.

Which requirements are relevant for 
certification under ISCC?

The requirements to be fulfilled depend 
on the scope of the company to be 
certified. The ISCC audit procedures are 
scope-specific and provide all relevant 
requirements. The audit procedures 
are based on the ISCC PLUS Systems 
Documents. 

Does the final product manufacturer 
need to be certified?

Yes, in order to forward the material as 
ISCC-certified (e.g. because they or their 
client would like to make a claim), the 
final product manufacturer needs to be 
covered by certification.

https://iscc-system.org/certification/certification-process/certification-bodies/
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ISCC System GmbH

Hohenzollernring 72, 50672  
Cologne, Germany

iscc-system.org


