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1. Name and Domicile of the Association, 

Financial Year 
(1) The name of the association is “International Sustainability and Carbon 

Certification (ISCC)” (the “Association”). The Association is 
registered with the register of associations and carries the suffix  
“e. V.”.  

(2) The domicile of the Association is Cologne (Köln), Germany. 

(3) The financial year is the calendar year.  

 
2. Purpose and Objectives 
(1) The Association’s primary objective is to provide a forum for 

stakeholder dialogue and to channel the results of that dialogue into 
the continuous development of the ISCC Certification System (the 
“ISCC Certification System”). The Association is completely 
independent and is not involved in any of the operational tasks of the 
ISCC Certification System, which is owned, managed and operated by 
ISCC System GmbH. The cooperation between the Association and 
ISCC System GmbH is governed by Article 7.  

(2) The Association seeks to contribute to the reduction of greenhouse 
gas emissions and the protection of the environment. It supports the 
sustainable development of society by promoting the circular economy 
and bioeconomy in the energy, food and feed sectors as well as in 
industrial applications and consumer goods. Within the framework of 
an environmentally sound, climate-friendly, socially acceptable and 
economically viable use of raw materials, the Association promotes 
sustainability at the various stages of production and traceability along 
the supply chains.  

(3) In particular, the Association carries out the following tasks:  

a. Provision of a forum for balanced stakeholder dialogue on 
sustainability and certification.  

b. Providing input and improvement recommendations to the ISCC 
Certification System arising from stakeholder dialogue.  

c. Establishment of Regional and Technical Stakeholder 
Committees pursuant to Article 8 for the analysis and review of 
specific regional and technical certification issues.  

d. Promotion of the socially and environmentally sustainable 
production and processing of agricultural and forestry biomass, of 
non-biological renewable materials, recycled carbon-based 
materials, low-carbon materials, and waste and residues.  

Name, domicile, 
financial year 

Protection of 
climate and 

environment 
  

Promotion of 
production, 
processing 
and use of 

sustainable 
materials 
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e. Promotion of the establishment of traceability across value-
chains.  

f. Promotion of and support for the accelerated adoption of 
sustainably produced materials and products across relevant 
markets.  

 
3. Membership 
(1) Only legal entities, partnerships and other entities with legal capacity 

may be admitted as members of the Association. The membership of 
any individuals already admitted shall remain unaffected.  

(2) A prerequisite for membership is a willingness to promote the 
production, processing and utilisation of sustainable raw materials and 
their products, and thus to contribute to the protection of the 
environment and social sustainability.  

(3) Certification bodies may not be members of the Association but are 
encouraged to participate in Regional and Technical Stakeholder 
Committees. Representatives of certification bodies may not serve as 
chair or co-chair of any committee. The Board may resolve to restrict 
participation in any committee to members of the Association only.  

(4) Applications for membership shall be processed as follows:  

a. The applicant shall submit a written application to the attention of 
the Board. 

b. The application must be accompanied by information on the 
applicant’s professional activities, including its interests in the field 
of sustainability. It must also designate a natural person who is 
authorised to represent the member before the Association in all 
matters (the “Representative”). 

c. The Board decides on admission by simple majority vote.  

d. An applicant whose application is rejected by the Board may refer 
the matter to the General Assembly for further consideration.  

(5) Members have the following rights and obligations: 

g. Rights: 

i. Participation, voting rights, and decision-making power in 
General Assemblies.  

ii. Participation in Regional and Technical Stakeholder 
Committees.  

iii. Contributing to the strategic direction and further 
development of the ISCC Certification System within the 

 
Membership 
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framework of the cooperation between the Association and 
ISCC System GmbH. 

iv. Applying to be a member of the Board.  

h. Obligations: 

i. Supporting the overall objectives of the Association.  

ii. Protecting the reputation of the Association and avoiding any 
conduct that might result in harming it.  

iii. Payment of membership fees as determined by the General 
Assembly.  

iv. Notifying the Board of any changes in contact details or in the 
identity or contact details of the Representative. 

(6) Membership ends in any of the following circumstances:  

a. Withdrawal: A member may resign by giving one month’s written 
notice to the Board, effective at the end of the calendar month 
following receipt. The Association welcomes a brief statement of 
reasons.  

b. Exclusion: The Board may exclude a member that fails to fulfil its 
obligations under these Statutes. The excluded member may 
appeal that decision to the General Assembly.  

c. Cancellation: The Board may cancel a membership if annual fees 
remain unpaid for more than twelve months.  

d. Dissolution without legal succession.  

(7) Upon termination of membership for any reason, the membership fee 
for the current financial year remains due in full and will not be refunded 
on a pro-rata basis.  

 
4. Institutions 
The Institutions of the Association are  

a. the general assembly (the “General Assembly”); and  

b. the board (the “Board”). 

 
5. General Assembly 
(1) The General Assembly is the supreme decision-making body of the 

Association. All members are entitled to participate. The ordinary 
General Assembly is held at least once a year. An extraordinary 

End of 
Membership 

Supreme 
decision-

making body 



  

© ISCC e. V. 

7 
 

IS
C

C
 1

01
 S

TA
TU

TE
S 

General Assembly may be convened at the request of the Board or of 
at least 20% of the members with voting rights. 

(2) Members that are legal entities or other entities with legal capacity 
shall be represented at the General Assembly by their Representative. 
Where a member is not represented by the Representative registered 
with the Association, the name of the person acting as Representative 
at the General Assembly shall be notified to the Board in writing before 
the meeting opens. Voting rights shall vest solely in that 
Representative. Representatives may be accompanied by up to two 
further persons from the same organisation, who shall not have the 
right to vote.  

(3) The General Assembly is convened by the Board. Notice shall be given 
in writing or in text form, including by e-mail, and must be dispatched 
at least four weeks before the date of the meeting. The notice shall 
state the venue, date and time of the meeting, and the agenda 
proposed by the Board.  

The Board may convene a General Assembly in digital format, by 
telephone or video conference. In such cases, the Board shall specify 
in the notice how members may exercise their rights by electronic 
means, including how votes are to be cast.  

Only items included in the agenda may be discussed and put to a vote 
at the General Assembly.  

(4) Members may submit additions to the agenda to the Board following 
the public announcement of the General Assembly. Additions must be 
submitted to the Association at least two weeks prior to the date of the 
General Assembly.  

(5) The General Assembly has the following responsibilities in particular: 

a. Reviewing, adopting and adjusting the strategies and procedures 
of the Association.  

b. Electing Board members and formally discharging them from 
liability.  

c. Appointing two auditors where the audit is not assigned to a 
certified public accountant.  

d. Adopting the budget and annual accounts.  

e. Deciding on the exclusion of members on appeal pursuant to 
Article 3(6)(b).  

f. Ratifying or rejecting resolutions adopted by the Board pursuant 
to the authorisation in Article 6(4)(f).  

g. Amending these Statutes.  

Representatives with 
voting rights 

Duties of the 
General 

Assembly 
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(6) The General Assembly shall be chaired by the Chairperson of the 
Board, or in the Chairperson’s absence by a Vice-Chairperson, or 
failing both options, by another member of the Board. If none of those 
persons is available, the General Assembly may designate any other 
person to chair the meeting.  

(7) Minutes of each General Assembly shall be kept and signed, or 
otherwise confirmed, by the Chairperson of that meeting.  

(8) The General Assembly shall endeavour to reach a consensus. Where 
a vote is necessary, a simple majority of votes cast is sufficient unless 
these Statutes provide otherwise. Each member has one vote.  

The General Assembly constitutes a quorum regardless of the number 
of members present or represented, provided it has been duly 
convened. Participation by electronic means (e.g. video conference or 
telephone) is permitted, provided the chairperson of the General 
Assembly is satisfied as to the identity of the participant.  

(9) A member entitled to vote may grant a proxy to another member for a 
particular General Assembly meeting by written or text-form authority.  

(10) The following decisions require a majority of at least 75% of the votes 
cast by members participating in the General Assembly:  

a. Amendments to these Statutes.  

b. Dissolution of the Association.  

(11) The Board may put matters to a vote of the members by written 
procedure outside of ordinary and extraordinary General Assembly 
meetings.  

 
6. Board 
(1) The Board manages the affairs of the Association in accordance with 

these Statutes and is bound by the resolutions of the General 
Assembly. 

(2) The Board consists of members to be elected by the General 
Assembly. Each of the following stakeholder groups should be 
represented by at least three Board members; the Board shall aim to 
reflect a balanced distribution:  

a. Raw material producers and processors.  

b. Trade, logistics and users.  

c. NGOs, social affairs, science and research, and the public sector.  

The Association is represented in and out of court by any two members 
of the Board. 

Quorum 

Composition 
of the Board 
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From among its elected members, the Board shall elect a Chairperson 
and up to two Vice-Chairpersons by simple majority. 

(3) Only natural persons who are either members of the Association as 
individuals, or who have been nominated by a member as its 
Representative, are eligible to serve on the Board.  

Board members are elected by the General Assembly by simple 
majority for a term of three years. Re-election is permitted.  

In making nominations and elections, regard shall be given to balanced 
geographic distribution, representation of the main raw materials 
covered by the ISCC Certification System and the converting 
industries, and gender balance. 

The General Assembly may revoke individual Board members before 
the expiry of their term.  

(4) The Board has the following duties in particular: 

a. To oversee general marketing and public relations.  

b. To develop and implement projects.  

c. To prepare and convene meetings of the General Assembly.  

d. To prepare the budget and to conduct all operations in accordance 
with these Statutes.  

e. To maintain the register of members.  

f. To deal with urgent matters that cannot await the next General 
Assembly. Such matters must be submitted for ratification to the 
General Assembly at its next meeting.  

g. To prepare by-laws.  

h. To present activity reports to the General Assembly, including an 
account of expenditure during the preceding year, a statement of 
the Association’s assets, the work of the Regional and Technical 
Stakeholder Committees, and the handling of suggestions and 
complaints received from members.  

i. To keep and issue minutes of General Assembly meetings.  

j. To establish and oversee Regional and Technical Stakeholder 
Committees.  

k. To support Technical and Regional Stakeholder Committees 
consistent with the objectives of the Association.  

l. To transmit the resolutions of the General Assembly and the 
Board to ISCC System GmbH.  

Term of office 

Main duties 
of the Board 
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m. To communicate with the owner and operator of the ISCC 
Certification System (ISCC System GmbH) and to enter into legal 
agreements with it. 

n. To manage and monitor the Association’s finances and to propose 
adjustments of the annual membership fees to the General 
Assembly, if required.  

(5) The Chairperson shall convene meetings of the Board at least four 
times a year. Meetings may be held in digital format. The agenda and 
supporting documents must be circulated to Board members at least 7 
days before each meeting. The Chairperson presides over meetings 
of the Board; in the Chairperson’s absence, a Vice-Chairperson 
presides. Minutes of Board meetings shall record the outcomes and 
be signed or otherwise confirmed by the chairperson of that meeting.  

 
7. Cooperation with ISCC System GmbH 
(1) The ISCC Certification System is owned and operated by ISCC 

System GmbH, a privately-held commercial enterprise based in 
Cologne. The cooperation between the Association and ISCC System 
GmbH shall be governed by a written agreement. The Board is 
responsible for negotiating and concluding such agreement on behalf 
of the Association. 

(2) The Board may also engage ISCC System GmbH as a service provider 
to perform administrative tasks on behalf of the Association, including 
but not limited to maintaining the membership directory, assisting in 
the organisation of the General Assembly, Stakeholder Committees, 
and performing other administrative functions.  

(3) The management of ISCC System GmbH shall be invited and 
requested to attend meetings of the Board and General Assemblies of 
the Association without the right to vote. 

(4) The Association is neither responsible for nor directly involved in the 
operation of the ISCC Certification System. ISCC System GmbH is 
fully independent of the Association. The cooperation between the 
Association and ISCC System GmbH is steered by the Board. 

 
8. Regional and Technical Stakeholder 

Committees 
(1) The Board may establish: 

a. Regional Stakeholder Committees to support developments 
relevant to specific geographical regions (each a “Regional 
Stakeholder Committee”); and 

Board 
meetings 
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b. Technical Stakeholder Committees to support developments 
on specific technical matters (each a “Technical Stakeholder 
Committee”). 

(2) Regional and Technical Stakeholder Committees serve exclusively to 
support the objectives of the Association. They have no authority to act 
on behalf of the Association unless explicitly authorised by the Board.  

(3) Participants of Regional and Technical Stakeholder Committees 
contribute their expertise.  

(4) Association membership is not generally a precondition for 
participation in a Regional or Technical Stakeholder Committee. The 
participation of certification bodies involved in the ISCC Certification 
System and of ISCC System GmbH is explicitly welcome. No 
representative of a certification body may serve as chair or co-chair of 
any committee. The Board may resolve to restrict participation in any 
committee to members of the Association only. 

(5) Each Regional Stakeholder Committee and Technical Stakeholder 
Committee shall have a clearly defined mandate and shall operate for 
a defined period, as required. 

(6) No participant of a Regional or Technical Stakeholder Committee is 
authorised to act on behalf of the Association unless the Board has 
granted an explicit authorisation for that purpose. 

(7) The Board shall monitor the activities of the Regional and Technical 
Stakeholder Committees and report thereon to the General Assembly 
as part of its regular reporting. 

(8) The Board may adopt procedural rules governing the establishment, 
rights and duties of Regional and Technical Stakeholder Committees 
as required. Subject to publication to the General Assembly. 

 
9. Suggestions and Complaints 
(1) The Board shall receive and address suggestions and complaints 

regarding solely Association matters. The Board shall report on such 
suggestions and complaints, and on the measures taken in response, 
as part of its annual report to the General Assembly. 

(2) The Association seeks to resolve any disputes arising among its 
members or between members and the Board through amicable 
means. The Board may establish procedures for dispute resolution, 
including mediation, conciliation or arbitration by an independent body. 
Disputes regarding the operation of the ISCC Certification System 
shall be referred to ISCC System GmbH.  

Participation in 
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10. Working Language 
(1) The working language of the Association is English. General Assembly 

meetings shall be conducted in English regardless of the meeting 
venue.  

(2) Regional Stakeholder Committees may translate documents of the 
Association into the relevant local languages and make such 
translations available to their members. They assume full responsibility 
for the accuracy of the translation. 

(3) The Statutes will be registered in the Cologne association registry in 
German language. In the event of any discrepancies between the 
German and the English version of the Statutes, the German version 
shall prevail.  

 
11. Dissolution of the Association 
(1) Upon dissolution of the Association, its assets shall be transferred to 

an organisation whose objectives are comparable to those of the 
Association. The Board shall decide on the recipient organisation by 
resolution. 

(2) Assets may not be transferred to members of the Association or 
members of the Board.  

 
12. Transitional Provision 
Should the registration court raise objections to any provision of these 
Statutes, the Board is authorised to make such amendments as are necessary 
to satisfy those objections, provided that the substantive content of the 
provision is preserved to the greatest extent possible.  
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