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1. Introduction

The global food system stands at a crossroads. As the world population
approaches 10 billion by 2050, agriculture must produce more food while
reducing its environmental footprint. Today’s dominant farming practices
contribute to soil degradation, biodiversity loss, greenhouse gas emissions,
and water stress—undermining long-term food security and farmers’
livelihoods.

Regenerative agriculture offers a transformative solution. It goes beyond
sustainability by actively restoring ecosystems, improving soil health,
enhancing biodiversity, and increasing resilience to climate shocks. For
farmers, it means healthier soils and more stable yields. For companies, it
ensures resilient supply chains and aligns with climate and biodiversity goals.
For the planet, it supports carbon sequestration and ecosystem recovery.

The ISCC Regenerative Agriculture add-on provides a structured, certifiable
approach to implementing regenerative practices across agricultural supply
chains. Building on ISCC'’s robust sustainability framework, the add-on enables
positive impacts on soil and water health, biodiversity, and carbon emissions
reduction.

This guidance document outlines how to apply the Regenerative Agriculture
add-on, verify practices, and track progress towards regenerative goals. It is
designed to support farmers, auditors, and companies in scaling regenerative
agriculture with credibility and impact.

2. Scope and Normative Reference

This document lays down the general principles for the Regenerative
Agriculture add-on certification. It describes the certification process and the
requirements for certifying various supply chain actors, including traceability
and chain of custody guidance for System Users and Auditors to verify these
requirements. Furthermore, the document contains additional requirements for
auditor qualification and provides guidance for on- and off-product
communication and claims.

The Regenerative Agriculture add-on can be applied under the ISCC EU or
PLUS certification scheme, and users must comply with the ISCC EU or PLUS
requirements. Therefore, all ISCC EU and PLUS documents published on the
ISCC website in their latest applicable version are valid and shall be considered
for the scope of application. The Regenerative Agriculture add-on applies to all
scopes, and all members of a supply chain must be ISCC-certified to use the
add-on.

Benefits of
regenerative
agriculture

Scope

Scheme
applicability



Using the Regenerative Agriculture add-on comes with an additional fee. The
fee will be charged per certificate that uses the Regenerative Agriculture add-
on and will be billed by Certification Bodies (CB) on behalf of ISCC. Information
on the fee structure can be found on the ISCC website.

3. Registration and Certification Process

All ISCC System Users producing, trading, and/or handling Regenerative
Agriculture add-on certified material shall add the Regenerative Agriculture
add-on to their registration in the ISCC HUB. If a user is not yet registered, they
shall register in the ISCC HUB for their respective scheme (ISCC EU and/or
PLUS) and additionally select the Regenerative Agriculture add-on. The
System User may only use the Regenerative Agriculture add-on only while the
ISCC EU or ISCC PLUS certificate is valid. Use of the Regenerative Agriculture
add-on during a suspension of the certificate is prohibited.

The “Regenerative Agriculture Add-On Audit Procedures Farm/Plantation”
must be applied to individual certifications of Farms/Plantations and sample
audits of Farms/Plantations within the framework of the certification of a First
Gathering Point (FPG) or Central Office (CO).

For audits of FGPs, Central Offices, Processing Units, Logistic Centres,
Warehouses, and Traders, the “Regenerative Agriculture Add-On Audit
Procedures Chain of Custody” must be applied, and the information on the
amount of sustainable material handled under the Regenerative Agriculture
add-on must be declared on the respective sustainability declaration.

If not further specified here, the general rules for registration and the
certification process described in the ISCC EU 201 and ISCC PLUS 201
documents apply.

4. General Requirements and Verification Guidance

4.1. Impact Areas, Outcomes and Indicators

The Regenerative Agriculture add-on was developed by combining science-
based field trial results, practical farmer experiences, and insights from
partners around the world to establish a comprehensive certification
framework. The add-on supports the adoption of regenerative practices that
improve the four impact areas:

1. Soil health
2. Water health

3. Biodiversity

Cettification fee

Registration

Audit procedures
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Audit
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Chain of
Custody



4. Climate
Soil Health

The Regenerative Agriculture add-on promotes practices that enhance soil
fertility, structure, and microbial diversity. By reducing soil disturbance,
increasing organic matter, and applying cover crops and crop rotation, farmers
can improve resilience to climate impacts.

Water health

Regenerative agriculture supports efficient water use through efficient
irrigation, drainage and runoff management. These practices help preserve
natural waterways, minimise waste, and safeguard water resources.

Biodiversity

Diverse ecosystems are essential for productive and sustainable farms. The
add-on encourages the protection of natural habitats, reduced use of
agrochemicals, and diversified cropping systems. This enhances pollination,
pest control, and soil vitality.

Climate

The Regenerative Agriculture add-on supports the capture and storage of
carbon in soils through techniques such as agroforestry, cover cropping, and
reduced tillage. Furthermore, it supports the reduction of greenhouse gas
emissions on farms.

The Regenerative Agriculture add-on adopts an outcome-based approach,
clearly defining seven outcomes and their corresponding indicators. An
overview of all outcomes and indicators can be found in Figure 1. Detailed
information on the indicators and verification guidance can be found in Annex
l.

Impact areas
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Figure 1: Overview of impact areas, outcomes and indicators

4.2. Levels of the Regenerative Agriculture Add-On

Certification with the Regenerative Agriculture add-on can be achieved at two
levels: Core and Extended, depending on the number of regenerative
agricultural practices implemented.

To achieve Core level certification, seven indicators must be implemented. For
the Extended level, two more indicators from a list of eight indicators must be
selected and implemented. The two levels of the Regenerative Agriculture add-
on allow for continuous improvement and provide farmers with the flexibility to
adopt them individually, tailored to local circumstances and the environment.

Even at the Core level of the add-on, all four impact areas (soil health, water
health, biodiversity and climate) are covered.

Certification level
requirement



Core Level Extended Level (Optional)

@ Covers all fpur.impgct areas: soil, water, @ Select 2 out of 8 addiljomal indica_tors to enable farm-
biodiversity, climate specific adaptation

n Minimal or no tillage n Crop rotation

n Soil cover/cover crops n Soil management

E Integrated Pest Management (IPM) m Ecological focus areas

n Integrated Nutrient Management (INM) n Riparian buffer zones

n Irrigation and water management m Integrated crops and livestock / Controlled grazing

ﬂ Continuous training of farmers m Silvopasture

Continuous improvement plan m Agroforestry

m Knowledge sharing outside of farm

Figure 2: Two levels of the Regenerative Agriculture add-on

5. Requirements for Traceability and Chain of Custody

5.1. Chain of Custody Options

Under the Regenerative Agriculture add-on, all chain of custody (CoC)
methods available under ISCC certification are applicable. All respective
requirements for the selected CoC option apply to the Regenerative Agriculture
add-on certified material. Users must follow the CoC rules of the respective
certification system used (ISCC EU or PLUS). For ISCC EU, please refer to
the ISCC EU 203 document; for ISCC PLUS, to the ISCC PLUS 203-2
document. The Regenerative Agriculture add-on material is considered
material with a unique sustainability characteristic and shall be separately
recorded in the bookkeeping. If both Core and Extended Regenerative
Agriculture add-on materials are handled, separate bookkeeping for each is
needed.

5.2. Downgrading of Material

It is possible to merge specific batches of certified input materials in the mass
balance bookkeeping if certain sustainability characteristics are downgraded.
However, this is only possible if all other sustainability characteristics, except
the one being downgraded, are identical. The term “downgrading” refers to the
transition of certified materials from higher to lower sustainability
characteristics, therefore only from Regenerative Agriculture “Extended” to
“Core” or to certified without add-ons. For further reference, please see the
ISCC PLUS 203-2 document. If the material is downgraded, the relevant
section of the audit procedure document, Chain of Custody, must be
completed.

6. Auditor Qualification

Depending on the applicable ISCC scheme, auditors must fulfil the
requirements set out in the ISCC EU 103 and/or ISCC PLUS 103 documents.

Chain of custody
options and
bookkeeping

Downgrading
options



In addition, auditors must either have a professional education in agriculture or
a related field or have conducted at least 10 farm-level audits. To conduct an
audit with the ISCC Regenerative Agriculture add-on, successful participation
in the Regenerative Agriculture Auditor Training is mandatory. The qualification
must be obtained prior to conducting an audit. The qualification is valid for a
period of 3 years, after which the training must be repeated. The aim of the
Regenerative Agriculture add-on auditor training is to understand the add-on
requirements and the certification process.

7. Selection of Farms for Sample Audits

The sampling rules set out in the ISCC EU 203 and ISCC PLUS 203-1
documents must be followed. For certification within the scope of the FGP, a
sample of all farms or plantations that have signed a self-declaration is subject
to an audit. Farms or plantations applying the Regenerative Agriculture add-on
constitute a separate group. At least one farm or plantation applying the
Regenerative Agriculture add-on must be audited in the scope of an FGP
certification. The group members to be audited should be selected so that the
whole group is represented in a well-balanced manner. The certificate is issued
to the FGP based on a successful audit.

Further guidance on the selection of sample farms can be found in the ISCC
EU 203 and ISCC PLUS 203-1 documents.

8. Infringement of ISCC Requirements

Farms or plantations that violate Principle 1 for agricultural biomass (no
biomass produced on land with high biodiversity value, high carbon stock, or
with a high conservation value) are excluded from ISCC certification. If a farm
or plantation has received individual certification and violations of Principle 1
are detected, the certificate shall not be issued or must be withdrawn
immediately. If the farm or plantation has been audited as part of a group or as
partof an FGP or CO, it must be excluded as a supplier of sustainable material.
Violations of Principle 1 can never be subject to corrective measures. System
users who do not fulfil the Regenerative Agriculture add-on requirements
cannot receive the Regenerative Agriculture add-on certification.

If a non-compliant farm or plantation has already supplied biomass to the FGP
or CO under which it is certified, and this biomass has then been sold as
sustainable, this is considered a severe non-conformity. The ISCC EU 102 and
ISCC PLUS 102 documents apply regarding non-conformities and sanctions.

Sampling
requirements

Non-corrective
violations

Non-conformities
and sanctions



9. Logos and Claims

This chapter explains how to communicate about the ISCC Regenerative
Agriculture add-on clearly and consistently. It includes the standard boilerplate
text, guidance on using the ISCC on-product logo, and examples of claims to
communicate ISCC-certified regenerative agricultural practices, both on
products and across other communication channels.

When companies wish to use an ISCC logo beyond the product itself, such as
on websites, in press releases, or on social media, the ISCC banner and the
related requirements in ISCC Document 208 Logos and Claims apply.

The guidance presented here complements the general requirements set out
in ISCC Document 208 Logos and Claims, which continues to apply to all forms
of ISCC logo and claim usage.

9.1. Boilerplate of ISCC Regenerative Agriculture Add-On

The following boilerplate may be used to describe the ISCC Regenerative
Agriculture add-on:

The ISCC Regenerative Agriculture add-on promotes the adoption of
regenerative agricultural practices that restore ecosystems and strengthen
long-term farm resilience. This voluntary certification module verifies outcome-
based improvements across four impact areas: soil health, water health,
biodiversity, and climate.

9.2. On-Product Logo

This section explains how the ISCC on-product logo may be used when the
ISCC Regenerative Agriculture add-on is applied. The ISCC on-product logo
is intended exclusively for brand owners to use for finished goods sold to end
consumers. To use the on-product logo, the minimum threshold of 20% defined
in ISCC Document 208 Logos and Claims must be met.

The logo options below may also be used in off-product channels, such as on
websites, in press releases, and marketing materials, provided the logo is
displayed directly next to the certified finished good. Detailed scenarios and
requirements for the correct use of the on-product logo are outlined in ISCC
Document 208 Logos and Claims, specifically in the sections addressing
on-product communication for brand owners.

There are two on-product logo options available for finished goods with the
Regenerative Agriculture add-on:

Option 1: The template shown below includes a surrounding statement,
“Supporting Regenerative Agriculture”, to highlight the characteristics of the
add-on. Information, such as the certified component, certified percentage, and
chain of custody option (mass balance, if applicable), must be included in the
mandatory complementary claim. Further details are provided in ISCC
Document 208 Logos and Claims.

ISCC banner

ISCC Document
208 Logos and
Claims
applicable

Boilerplate

Other use cases
of the ISCC on-
product logo

Requirements
for using option |



ISCC

CERTIFIED

*mandatory
complementary claim

Option 2: In the option below, qualifying statements (e.g., certified component,
certified percentage, and chain of custody option) are integrated around the
logo. If the chain of custody option is physical segregation or controlled
blending, the statement “mass balance approach” must be removed. To
highlight the Regenerative Agriculture add-on, a statement such as “farmed
applying regenerative agriculture practices” may be included under “additional
specification”, where any further specification can also be added if needed. In
such cases, an asterisk must be used to connect the additional specification to
the relevant terms around the logo.

IEIED
5 Yy,

{2
ISCC

*additional
specification

Examples of how the on-product logo may be applied on product packaging
and related communication materials can be found in Annex II.

Where a company uses certified plastics linked to the bio category with the
Regenerative Agriculture add-on applied, Example 3 in Annex |l illustrates a
compliant application of the on-product logo.

9.3. Claims for Products with the Regenerative Agriculture Add-On

This section provides examples of claims that may be used when the
Regenerative Agriculture add-on is applied; additional impact-specific claim
examples are available in Annex lll. These claims may be used by all entities
along the supply chain that handle products with the Regenerative Agriculture
add-on. In addition to the examples provided, entities must ensure that all
product-related claims include the relevant information, such as the certified
component, certified percentage and the chain of custody option (mass
balance, if applicable). The examples below are intended as guidance only.

Requirements
for using option
1



Entities may develop their own claims, but all claims made in the context of the
Regenerative Agriculture add-on - whether based on examples in this
document or newly created - must be submitted to and approved by ISCC
before use. For further details on the approval process, see ISCC Document
208 Logos and Claims.

Example Claims

1. Restoring and regenerating farmland: ,Our [certified agricultural
feedstock] is grown using ISCC-certified regenerative farming practices
supporting the enrichment of soil, water, and biodiversity.*

2. Enhancing climate resilience: “We cultivate our [certified agricultural
feedstock] to actively strengthen the land’s ability to store carbon, retain
water, and recover faster from extreme weather, applying the ISCC
Regenerative Agriculture add-on.”

3. Supporting future-proofing food supply: “We grow our ISCC
[certified agricultural feedstock] in ways that regenerate ecosystems
and help to secure resilient harvests for generations to come.”

All related
claims require
ISCC'’s approval



Annex | — Indicators and Verification Guidance

Indicator

Minimal or no tillage

Verification Guidance

Application of conservation tillage practices, e.g. minimal tillage, strip
tillage, no tillage

Cover crops

Application of cover crops
At least 50% of cropland is covered with main crops, cover crops,
mulch and/or residues by at least 10 months per year

Integrated Pest
Management

Development and implementation of an Integrated Pest Management
Plan
Aim to increase the usage of natural crop protection products

Integrated Nutrient
Management

Development and implementation of an Integrated Nutrient
Management Plan

Organic fertilizer is used on as much cropland as possible
Calculation of nitrogen use efficiency on a yearly basis

Irrigation and Water
Management

Development and implementation of irrigation and water
management plan

Targets on water usage reduction

Wastewater management

Continuous training
of farmers

Trainings of farmers on regenerative agriculture, biodiversity and/or
related topics

Continuous
improvement plan

Continuous improvement plan is developed and reviewed annually
Contain targets aimed at improving the defined regenerative
agriculture add-on outcomes

Crop rotation

Development and implementation of crop rotation plan
At least 3 crops in the rotation plan
Same crops should not be consecutive

Soil management

Development and implementation of soil management plan
Soil analysis (N, P, K, pH, SOM) at least every 3 years

Ecological focus
areas

Implementation of ecological focus areas (e.g. hedges, flowering
strips, ecological corridors)

Ecological focus areas shall include at least 5% of the land of a farm
with an increase planned to 8% over a period of 10 years

Riparian buffer zones

Aquatic ecosystems are surrounded by riparian buffers
No application of crops protection products, fertilizers or hazardous
chemicals allowed

Silvopasture

Implementation of silvopasture, e.g. livestock grazing under managed
tree canopies
Management plan shall be developed and reviewed annually

Agroforestry

Implementation of agroforestry system
Management plan describing agroforestry implementation (e.g. tree
species, planting density) shall be developed and reviewed annually

Knowledge sharing

Farmers participate in or conduct activities on knowledge sharing on
regenerative agriculture practices




Annex Il — Best Practice to Use On-Product Logos

Example 1:
Finished good: bread
Essential information to be conveyed:
» Chain of custody option: mass balance
» Raw material category: bio
» Certified component: wheat
» Certified percentage: 75%

Option I:

*75% certified wheat
(mass balance)

AUTHENTZC

CERTIFIED

B¢ 1scC
e 43
Uance ¥

*supporting
regenerative agriculture

© ISCC System GmbH

*75% centified wheat
(mass balance)

The wheat in this product is 75% certified
on a mass balance basis, following
regenerative agriculture practices certified
by the ISCC Regenerative Agriculture add-
on.

The ISCC Regenerative Agriculture add-on
promotes the adoption of regenerative
agricultural practices  that  restore
ecosystems and strengthen long-term farm
resilience. This voluntary certification
module verifies outcome-based
improvements across four core focus areas:
soil health, water health, biodiversity, and

Kcarbon emission reduction. /

ISCC REGENERATIVE AGRICULTURE ADD-ON



Example 2:
Finished good: sunflower oil
Essential information to be conveyed:
» Chain of custody option: physical segregation
» Raw material category: bio
» Certified component: sunflower oil
» Certified percentage: 100%

Option I:

3
»
K
k

ISCC

CERTIFIED

*100% sunflower oil

CERTIFIED

*supporting
regenerative agriculture

© ISCC System GmbH

ISCC REGENERATIVE AGRICULTURE ADD-ON



Example 3:

Finished good: Ice cream tub (without lid)

Essential information to be conveyed:
» Chain of custody option: mass balance
» Raw material category: bio
» Certified component: tub (without lid)
» Certified percentage: 70%

Option I:

£\
ovS?

ISCC

CERTIFIED

nrn

q g > @ *70% bio-based material is
Vanilla PR attributed to the tub (excl. lid)
& via mass balance approach

Option Il:

%;,,0 ISCC

v
CERTIFIED o
@ N
Uance p°

*excl. lid,
supporting regenerative agriculture

© ISCC System GmbH
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Annex lll — Impact Specific Claims for System Users Certified
Against the Regenerative Agriculture Add-On

l. Soil Health

1. Protecting and improving soil fertility and structure: “Our [certified
agricultural feedstock] is grown with regenerative practices under the
ISCC Regenerative Agriculture add-on designed to improve soil
fertility, strengthen soil structure, and support long-term soil
productivity.”

2. Preventing erosion and reducing compaction: “The production of
our [certified agricultural feedstock] applies regenerative practices
such as conservation tillage and continuous soil cover, helping reduce
soil compaction and maintain healthy topsoil.”

3. Enhancing nutrient uptake and natural soil function: “Our [certified
agricultural feedstock] is produced in regenerative systems that aim to
increase nutrient cycling, enhance soil biological activity, and support
naturally resilient soil ecosystems.”

II. Water Health

1. Protecting natural waterways: “Our [certified agricultural feedstock]
is cultivated with native-plant buffer zones that safeguard rivers,
streams, and wetlands as part of regenerative water management.”

2. Improving water efficiency and reducing water loss: “Our [certified
agricultural feedstock] is grown using regenerative irrigation practices
such as drip systems, rainfall-aligned watering, and regular equipment
checks, helping reduce water loss and improve overall water
efficiency.”

3. Supporting cleaner water through regenerative farm
management: “Our [certified agricultural feedstock] is produced under
a regenerative water management plan that includes annual
monitoring of water use and wastewater handling, supporting cleaner
water cycles and better on-farm water stewardship.”

lll. Biodiversity

4. Strengthening habitats and ecological diversity: “Our [certified
agricultural feedstock] is cultivated on farms implementing ecological
focus areas under the ISCC Regenerative Agriculture add-on,
supporting habitats for pollinators and increasing landscape
biodiversity.”

5. Protecting riparian ecosystems and natural corridors: “Our
[certified agricultural feedstock] is grown with riparian buffer zones that



safeguard waterways, enhance habitat connectivity, and contribute to
richer on-farm biodiversity.”

Promoting diverse agroecological systems: “Our [certified
agricultural feedstock] is produced on farms integrating regenerative
agroforestry practices, which support diverse ecosystems and
contribute to long-term ecological resilience.”

IV. Climate

1.

Supporting carbon retention in soils: “Our [certified agricultural
feedstock] is produced using regenerative conservation tillage
practices that reduce soil disturbance and support long-term carbon
retention.”

Supporting the reduction of carbon emissions: “Our [certified
agricultural feedstock] comes from farms applying regenerative
management practices supporting improvements in soil health and
contributing to climate resilience.”

Increasing natural carbon storage through soil cover: ““‘Our
[certified agricultural feedstock] is grown using regenerative cover-crop
systems that help to maintain and enhance soil organic matter,
supporting natural carbon storage.”
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